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Proposed Mediation Language 

Submitted to the United Nations General Assembly

by Ambassador John McDonald and the Institute for Multi-Track Diplomacy
[www.imtd.org]
While we are aware of the UNEP Environmental Cooperation for Peacebuilding Program, we feel mediation and peacebuilding should be separate from post-crisis environmental assessment and recovery as well as disaster risk reduction.  The United Nations Environment Program should adopt the following resolution:  
1.  
A United Nations Environmental Mediation Program (UNEMP) will be established and will become a part of and be managed by the United Nations Environment Program.
2.  
UNEMP will be responsive to Member States' requests for technical assistance in the areas of training, institution building, and research.
a.  
Training - UNEMP will provide skilled environmental mediators and trainers to teach environmental mediation skills to interested individuals and groups, in an effort to reduce conflict and misunderstanding in the field.
b.  
Institution Building - UNEMP will assist interested governments in establishing National Environmental Mediation Centers, staffed by their own citizens, who will be responsible for future training and the non-violent resolution of environmental disputes within national borders.
c.  
Research - UNEMP will provide assistance in starting national research programs designed to identify existing conflict resolution or mediation practices currently being followed in the Member State, and helping to adapt those procedures to handle environmental problems that may require different approaches for the non-violent resolution of the conflict.
3.  
UNEMP will establish a panel of international experts who are highly skilled and widely respected environmental mediators, to be known as the "International Panel of Environmental Mediators" who will be on call to assist Member States in helping to resolve major internal environmental disputes or cross-border environmental disagreements, when both Member States have requested assistance.
[Endorsed by Mediators Beyond Borders and Nordic Mediators, among others.]






[image: image2.jpg]1807 Jancey Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15206-1065 | Phone: 412-441-1151 | Fax: 412-441-1152 | www.MediatorsBeyondBorders.org | www.MBBMembers.org

Mediators Beyond Borders (MBB) is not a trade organization or professional society. MBB is a group of volunteers providing training, capacity building and other peace building services.
MBB is a non-government public charity exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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