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MBB World Mediation News                                                       Issue 23, May 2011 

 
 United States 

Florida: Santa Rosa Prayer Case, Which Ended Decades-Long 

Practice by Faculty of Prayer in Local Public Schools, Heads to 

Mediation, PNJ.com (April 19, 2011) 

 

Northern Europe 
Ireland: Catholic Priest Offers Mediation After IRA Splinter Group 

Threatens Northern Irish Police, US Catholic (April 26, 2011) 

 

Finland: Foreign Ministry Plans to Organize Annual Day of 

Reconciliation, Marking Country’s Role in International Peace 

Mediations, Helsingin Sanomat (April 5, 2011) 

 

Eastern Europe 
Russia: Moscow Anxious to Offer “Mediation Services” in Libya 

Crisis, Casting Itself as Conflict-Resolution Facilitator, Georgian 

Daily (April 27, 2011) 

 

Northern Africa 
Sudan: Darfur Rebel Group Supports Draft Peace Agreement; 

Establishes Regional Authority for Interim Period, Followed by 

Referendum, Sudan Tribune (April 30, 2011) 

 

Libya: Growing Rift Between African and Western Leaders Made 

Clear with Recent Conflicts in Libya and Ivory Coast, Where Western 

Leaders Call for International Intervention to Protect Civilians, While 

African Leaders Prefer Mediation and Are Protective of African 

Sovereignty, Tehran Times (April 16, 2011) 

 

African Union Mediation Hindered by NATO for Eighteen Days; 

Contrary to Claims by Western Leaders, AU Denounces Use of 

Force, Voltairenet.org (April 13, 2011) 

 

Western Africa 
Ghana: The Honorable Lady Chief Justice Georgina Theodora Wood, 

Stressing Importance of Alternative Dispute Resolution as Enduring 

Feature of Country’s Legal System, Receives 2011 Peace Award 

from Center for African Peace and Conflict Resolution, Modern 

 

Art, Media, 
Dialogue:  
World Intellectual Property 

Organization and International 

Council of Museums Collaborate 

on Mediation of Disputes in Areas 

of Cultural Heritage and 

Museums, Media Newswire (May 

8, 2011) 

 

In “Girls in Pakistani Schools 

Speak for Themselves,” Pakistani 

Girls Speak Out About 

Humanitarian Greg Mortenson’s 

Schools and Improvements in 

Education, Common Ground News 

Service (May 3, 2011) 

 

Closing Gathering of Scotland’s 

First Poverty Truth Commission 

Will Take Place April 16, 2011 in 

Glasgow City Chambers; 

Ceremony Will Communicate 

Through Drama, Film, Music and 

Spoken Word; Commission Brings 

Together Two Groups of People, 

Those Who Exercise Power and 

Influence in Scottish Society and 

People Who Live Every Day with 

Struggle of Poverty; Poverty 

Truth Commission 

 

Meditation: 
"Forgiveness does not overlook 

the deed. It rises above it."  

 

Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela  

 

 

http://www.pnj.com/article/20110419/NEWS01/110419012/1006/Santa-Rosa-prayer-case-heads-mediation
http://www.uscatholic.org/news/2011/04/priest-offers-mediation-after-real-ira-threatens-northern-irish-police
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Ahtisaari+Day+to+mark+Finnish+peace+mediation+activities/1135265164996
http://georgiandaily.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=21408&Itemid=132
http://georgiandaily.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=21408&Itemid=132
http://www.sudantribune.com/LJM-rebels-support-Doha-draft,38750
http://www.tehrantimes.com/index_View.asp?code=238746
http://www.voltairenet.org/article169394.html
http://www.modernghana.com/news/327019/1/chief-justice-receives-peace-award.html
http://media-newswire.com/release_1149391.html
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=29680&lan=en&sp=0
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=29680&lan=en&sp=0
http://povertytruthcommission.blogspot.com/2011/03/poverty-truth-commission-closing.html
http://povertytruthcommission.blogspot.com/2011/03/poverty-truth-commission-closing.html
http://www.betterworld.net/quotes/pdf/forgive-gobodo-madikizela.pdf
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Ghana (May 3, 2011) 

 

Government Appeals to Committee of Eminent Chiefs to Revive 

Mediation Talks in Dagbon Chieftaincy Dispute, Ghana News (April 

10, 2011) 

 

Southern Africa 
Lesotho: Church and 15-Member Southern African Development 

Community Announce Agreement on Electoral Law as Result of 

Mediation, Opposition Leaders Call for Additional Reforms, AFP (May 

7, 2011) 

 

Western Asia 
Armenia: Government Opposition Refuses Human Rights 

Defender’s Mediation Offer, News.am (April 25, 2011) 

 
Bahrain: Iraq Plays Role of Mediator Between Government and 

Opposition, Encouraging Dialogue and Warning that Violence Won’t 

Achieve Solution, Investors Iraq (May 9, 2011) 

 

Shi’ite Opposition Party Accepts Kuwait’s Offer to Mediate to Break 

Impasse with Sunni-Led Government, Reuters (March 27, 2011) 

 

Yemen: Gulf Cooperation Council’s Mediation Plan to Resolve Crisis 

Raises Concerns About Body’s Role in Regional Conflicts, Activists 

Shun Council as Ineffective, Aljazeera (May 8, 2011) 

 

Tribesmen Release Saudi Diplomat Kidnapped over Trade Dispute 

After Dignitaries Lead Mediation, Khaleej Times (May 3, 2011) 

 

President Renews Acceptance of Gulf Cooperation Council Mediation 

Initiative to Avoid Bloodshed, Saba News (April 28, 2011) 

 

Palestine: Rival Factions Fatah and Hamas End Bitter Feud in 

Reconciliation Deal Brokered in Cairo, Met with Celebrations in 

Gaza, Global Voices (May 4, 2011) 

 

Australian MP Urges World Community to Support Palestinian 

National Reconciliation Agreement, Through Reconstruction, 

Development and Financial Aid,  Australians for Palestine (April 30, 

2011) 

 

Palestine/Israel: First Palestinian-Israeli Arbitration and Mediation 

Center, Created by Israel and Palestine Chambers of Commerce, 

Expected to Open in 2012, ArabNewsWeek.com (May 2, 2011) 

 

Israel/Turkey: Israel Cool to Turkey’s Mediation Offers, Dismisses 

Overtures as “Chutzpah,” Today’s Zaman (April 23, 2011) 

 

Iraq: Kurdish Mediation to Settle Pending Issues Between Political 

Blocks, Zawya.com (April 17, 2011) 

 

Of Interest:  
Week-Long Course, June 27-July 

2, “Educating for the 21st 

Century,” Sponsored by 

University for Peace, in Costa 

Rica, Demonstrates Variety of 

Approaches and Real-Life 

Examples of Strategies and Skills 

Necessary for Sustaining a 

Culture of Peace  

 

Global Justice Initiative Board 

Members to Present at American 

Bar Association Annual Section of 

Dispute Resolution Conference, 

April 13-16 (Global Justice 

Initiative) 

 

“Cote d’Ivoire: Reconcile and 

Reconstruct,” Presents Analysis of 

Current Situation in Country and 

Prospects of a Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission, 

International Crisis Group (April 

13, 2011) 

 

Report Entitled “Colombian Peace 

Process and the Principle of 

Complementarity of the 

International Criminal Court,” 

Examines Whether There Is 

Sufficient Willingness and Ability 

on Part of Colombian Authorities 

to Pursue Justice or Whether  

Prosecutor Should Open 

Investigation, International 

Criminal Court, Office of the 

Prosecutor 

 

Books, Essays, 
Articles:  
In “Promoting Tolerance and 

Understanding from Indonesia to 

Morocco,” Search for Common 

Ground Describes Its 

Collaborative Approach to 

Promoting Peace, Common 

Ground Blog (May 4, 2011) 

 

“Restoring Peace to the Forest: 

Community Reconciliation in the 

http://news.myjoyonline.com/news/201104/64031.asp
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hZDwfqGqnKNr6_QCUC-cSW23mQJg?docId=CNG.64f9c81db558e1943b01871a72b9f9c0.641
http://news.am/eng/news/56933.html
http://www.investorsiraq.com/showthread.php?157042-Iraqi-MP-discloses-presence-of-Iraqi-mediation-between-Bahrain%92s-government-and-opposition.
http://in.news.yahoo.com/bahrain-opposition-wants-kuwait-mediate-paper-20110326-234553-208.html
file:///C:/Users/Brenda%20Hansen/Desktop/Brenda's%20Transfer%20Files/Mediators%20Without%20Borders/:%20A%20mediator%20in%20regional%20conflicts%3f
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticle08.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2011/May/middleeast_May49.xml&section=middleeast
http://www.sabanews.net/en/news240378.htm
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2011/05/04/palestine-gaza-celebrates-hamasfatah-reconciliation/feed
http://australiansforpalestine.com/43471
http://arabnewsweek.com/Palestine/first-palestinian-israeli-arbitration-center-to-run-in-2012-jerusalem-post/
http://www.todayszaman.com/news-241774-israel-cool-to-turkeys-mediation-overture-with-palestine.html
http://www.zawya.com/story.cfm/sidZAWYA20110418045351
http://www.centre.upeace.org/images/PDFs/educ2011v3.pdf
http://globaljusticeinitiative.wordpress.com/2011/03/23/april-13-16-2011-gji-board-members-to-present-at-aba-annual-meeting/feed
http://globaljusticeinitiative.wordpress.com/2011/03/23/april-13-16-2011-gji-board-members-to-present-at-aba-annual-meeting/feed
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/podcasts/Cote-dIvoire-Gilles-Yabi-13-April-2011-English.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/podcasts/Cote-dIvoire-Gilles-Yabi-13-April-2011-English.aspx
http://www.icc-cpi.int/menus/icc/structure%20of%20the%20court/office%20of%20the%20prosecutor/comm%20and%20ref/colombia/the%20colombian%20peace%20process%20and%20the%20principle%20of%20complementarity%20of%20the%20international%20criminal%20court
http://www.icc-cpi.int/menus/icc/structure%20of%20the%20court/office%20of%20the%20prosecutor/comm%20and%20ref/colombia/the%20colombian%20peace%20process%20and%20the%20principle%20of%20complementarity%20of%20the%20international%20criminal%20court
http://thecommongroundblog.com/2011/05/04/promoting-tolerance-and-understanding-from-indonesia-to-morocco/feed
http://thecommongroundblog.com/2011/05/04/promoting-tolerance-and-understanding-from-indonesia-to-morocco/feed
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United Arab Emirates: Dubai Land Department Plans to Restore 

Investor Confidence in Market Through Emphasis on Efficient 

Alternative Dispute Resolution, Such as Mediation, Emirates 24/7 

(March 31, 2011) 

 

South-Central Asia 
Iran: Accusing America of Trying to Sow Discord Among Shi’ites 

and Sunnis, President Ahmadinejad Eyes Mediation Role in Bahrain, 

Asia Times (April 21, 2011) 

 

India: Judges Advocate Out of Court Settlement Through Mediation 

in Civil Disputes, Times of India (April 18, 2011) 

 

Judge Refers to Mediation a Dispute in Parsi Community Over 

Priests’ Right to Conduct Ceremonies in Temples and Properties 

Owned by Zorastrian Trust, Hindustan Times (April 18, 2011) 

 

WikiLeaks Disclosure Causes Public to Protest Mediation Between 

Dow Chemical and Villagers, Now Request Judicial Probe, Hindu 

(April 2, 2011) 

 

Mediation Center Established in Local District Court to Facilitate All 

Cases Except Murder Charges, Himalayan Times (March 31, 2011) 

 

Kyrgyzstan: Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s 

Regional Center Launches Private-Public Mediation Network in 

Southern Krygyzstan, Finchannel.com (April 11, 2011) 

 

Sri Lanka: Officials Warn UN Not to Complicate Peace Process, 

Daily Mirror (April 20, 2011) 

 

South-Eastern Asia 
Indonesia: With Imminent Threat of Internal Conflicts Such as 

Cambodian-Thai Border Dispute, Regional Officials at Association of 

South East Asian Nations Agree to Issue Joint Declaration on Peace 

and Reconciliation Among Member States, People’s Daily (May 6, 

2011) 

 

Eastern Asia 
China: Supreme People’s Court Issues New Judicial Rules to Further 

Encourage Mediation of Civil Disputes; Requires Mutual Consent to 

Mediate, Agreements are Enforceable, Xinhua.net (March 29, 2011) 

 

Oceana 

 

Australia: Government Funds Farm Debt Mediation Service, Stock 

& Land (May 9, 2011) 

 

2009 Toodyay Fire Claims to Be Settled by Mediation; Supreme 

Court Asks for Collaborative Approach, ABC.net (April 15, 2011) 

Democratic Republic of Congo” 

Describes Efforts Through Media 

Outreach, Conflict Resolution 

Training and Theater to Sensitize 

Military Members and Create 

Dialogue Between Military and 

Civil Society, After Two Years of 

Brutal Conflict over Fishing and 

Farming Rights, Common Ground 

Blog (May 4, 2011) 

 

In Part One of Two-Part Series on 

Peace Mediation, Swiss 

Experiences in Peace Mediation, 

Senior Researcher at Center for 

Security Studies Explains Main 

Typologies of Mediation Processes 

and Core Methods of Conflict 

Resolution and Peacebuilding, 

International Relations and 

Security Network 

 

“Bridging the Gap Between British 

Christians and Muslims,” by 

Musharraf Hussain, Describes 

Local Interfaith Initiatives as Way 

to Tackle Misunderstandings and 

Promote Tolerance, Common 

Ground News Service (April 26, 

2011) 

 

“Timor-Leste: Reconciliation and 

Return from Indonesia,” Presents 

Overview of International Efforts 

Since 1999 Toward Reconciliation 

and Peace, International Crisis 

Group (April 18, 2011) 

 

As Conflicts Across Middle East 

Seem in Danger of Sinking Into 

Long-Running Stalemates and 

Civil Wars, Can Mediation Help? 

Gulfnews.com (April 15, 2011) 

 

“Beyond Reconciliation: 

Developing Faith, Hope, Trust, 

and Unity in Iraq,” by Major 

Nathan Minami, U.S. Army, 

Colonel David Miller, U.S. Army, 

and Lieutenant Colonel Michael 

Davey, U.S. Army, and Mr. 

Anthony Swalhah, Discusses 

Critical Issues and Selected 

Course of Action for US Exit from 

Iraq, Stressing Need to Continue 

http://www.emirates247.com/property/new-dubai-legislations-on-investor-protection-2011-03-31-1.375237
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/MD21Ak03.html
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2011-04-18/nagpur/29443387_1_mediation-senior-judges-bombay-high-court
http://www.hindustantimes.com/SC-sad-at-Parsi-community-s-internecine-row-over-priests/Article1-686770.aspx
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/article1592517.ece
http://www.thehimalayantimes.com/fullNews.php?headline=Mediation+centre+in+court&NewsID=282069
http://finchannel.com/Main_News/World/85126_OSCE_Centre_launches_private-public_mediation_network_in_southern_Kyrgyzstan/
http://www.dailymirror.lk/news/10976-dont-complicate-reconciliation-process-russia.html
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90777/90851/7372113.html
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/china/2011-03/29/c_13803751.htm
http://sl.farmonline.com.au/news/state/agribusiness-and-general/finance/govt-funds-farm-debt-mediation-scheme/2156966.aspx
http://sl.farmonline.com.au/news/state/agribusiness-and-general/finance/govt-funds-farm-debt-mediation-scheme/2156966.aspx
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2011/04/15/3192260.htm
http://thecommongroundblog.com/2011/05/04/restoring-peace-to-the-forest/feed
http://thecommongroundblog.com/2011/05/04/restoring-peace-to-the-forest/feed
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Current-Affairs/ISN-Insights/Detail?lng=en&id=128140&contextid734=128140&contextid735=128138&tabid=128138
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/isn/Current-Affairs/ISN-Insights/Detail?lng=en&id=128140&contextid734=128140&contextid735=128138&tabid=128138
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=29650&lan=en&sid=2&sp=0&isNew=
http://www.commongroundnews.org/article.php?id=29650&lan=en&sid=2&sp=0&isNew=
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/timor-leste/B122-timor-leste-reconciliation-and-return-from-indonesia.aspx
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/asia/south-east-asia/timor-leste/B122-timor-leste-reconciliation-and-return-from-indonesia.aspx
http://gulfnews.com/opinions/columnists/mediators-rush-to-prevent-region-from-sinking-into-chaos-1.792638
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Organizations 
 

Peacemakers Trust Is Site with Links to Selected Organizations and 

Services Involved in Conflict Transformation and Reconciliation 

Work in or for Rwanda, Includes Government and Civil Society 

Organizations and Individuals Working in Reconciliation, Violence 

Prevention, Human Rights, Legal Development and Governance 
 
 

  

to Heal Many Divisions and 

Promote Peace and Reconciliation, 

Military Review (March-April 

2011) 

 

Women & War: Power and 

Protection in the 21st Century, by 

Kathleen Kuehnast, Discusses 

Continuing Efforts to Implement 

UN Security Council Resolution 

1325, Which Calls for Women’s 

Full Participation in Promoting 

Global Peace and Security (USIP 

March 2011) 
 

Editors:  Brenda E. Hansen (hansenbe@comcast.net) and Keith L. Seat (kseat@keithseat.com)   
 

http://www.peacemakers.ca/research/Africa/RwandaPeaceLinks.html
http://usacac.army.mil/CAC2/MilitaryReview/Archives/English/MilitaryReview_20110430_art009.pdf
http://www.usip.org/publications/women-and-war
http://www.usip.org/publications/women-and-war
mailto:hansenbe@comcast.net
mailto:kseat@keithseat.com

