Mediators Beyond Borders™

Partnering for Peace & Reconciliation

MBB World Mediation News Issue 25, October 2011

Western Africa

Ghana: West African Network for Peacebuilding, in
Partnership with Crisis Management Initiative, Launches
Project on Gender-Based Violence in Accra, Ghana News
Agency (September 16, 2011)

MBB:

MBB Announces Its Academic Alliance
with Southern Methodist University’s
(SMU) Dispute Resolution & Conflict
Management Center with the Inaugural
Training Event of the MBB International
Training Center at SMU: “Leaving Your
Ethnocentric Baggage on the Plane: An
Exploration of Culture and Perspective

Nigeria: Catholic Bishop of Sokoto, Matthew Hassan Kukah,
Discusses His Role Mediating a Reconciliation Among Diverse
Populations of Nigeria, Tribune (October 2, 2011)

UN Set to Initiate Counter-Terrorism Force to Educate and : . N
Make Terrorism Less Attractive to Youth; Project Aimed at for Conflict Resolution Practitioners .
Conflict Prevention Through Education and Dialogue, Preparing for International Field Work,

Nigerian Tribune (September 23, 2011) gg‘iiy g‘MSUatPLI'rdayé Novembgzrzlsl—lz,
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Southern Africa Register Here
Namibia: Rally for Democracy and Progress Criticizes State Ry R e I gt 1A\ dor et 1 00) st i o H=lolaTe)
House Mediation by President as “Bulldozing Workers to International Peace Consultant (and MBB
Accept What Government Wants,” AllAfrica.com (September Member) Doug Noll’s Warning that
26, 2011) Changes Are Needed in Oversimplified

) ) o ) ) Strategies in Global Peace Negotiations,
Lesotho: While Focus Remains on Political Tensions in PR Web (September 24, 2011)
Country, Quiet Mediation and Dialogue by Church Leaders Is e
Deepening Democratic Values, Islamic Republic News Agency BN Analyzes Republican Presidential
(September 27, 2011) Candidates on Peacemaking, in Effort to

] ] . Educate Voters on Where Candidates

Lesotho Draws World’s Attention to Lack of Consistency in Stand on International Diplomacy, SF
Global Conflict Resolution, Stating that International Gate (September 16, 2011) -
Community Through Security Council Is Quick to Authorize e
Military Intervention in Some Disputes While Preferring MBB Board Member Rachel Wohl

Mediation in Others, UN News Center (September 24, 2011) Participates as Panelist in Town-Meeting
Forum in Annapolis, MD, Where Student

E rn Afn‘ Leaders from Colleges and High Schools
aSte ca Around the State Meet Experts on
Zimbabwe: Small Regional Team from South Africa, on Terrorism and Current 9/11 Policies to

Behalf of Southern African Development Community, to Discuss Strategies for Fighting Terrorism,
Mediate Political Crisis, Aims to Establish Conditions for Fair ~ BEsSWIERET el iclyylelc g0k D)

Elections, VOA News (September 29, 2011)
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EU Presses South Africa’s President to Step Up Mediation Al't, Med'a’ D'a’ogue’
Efforts and Push Harder for Reforms to Allow Free and Fair Sacramento Film & Music Festival Brings
Elections, Voice of America (September 16, 2011) Three Narrative Features to Screen
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Uganda: President Says Mediation Preferable Way to End
Conflicts, But Efforts Should Be Through Local and Regional
Institutions, Not External; Stresses Need for “Homegrown
Solutions,” CRI.com (September 26, 2011)

Sudan: Ethiopia Has Role as Regional Ally in Mediating
Issues Involving Disputed Triangle Between Country’s North
and South, Sudan Vision (September 19, 2011)

Western Asia

Turkey: Country Offers to Open Mediation Center in Istanbul
to Host UN Mediations in Region, as Part of Joint “Mediation
for Peace” Initiative with Finland Established September
2010, Today’s Zaman (September 21, 2011)

Prime Minister Proposes that UN Create Commission to
Mediate Drilling Dispute Among Greek and Turkish Cypriots,
New York Times (September 27, 2011)

Palestine: Palestinian Factions Allegedly Reach Informal
Ceasefire as Projectiles Are Fired into Israel, Ma’an News
Agency (August 21, 2011)

Iraq: Additional Neutrals Needed at Centers Set Up to
Prevent Disputes Between Kurdish and Arab Forces After
Year-End Departure of US Troops from Iraq, World News
(August 18, 2011)

South-Central Asia

Kashmir: Dialogue, Mediation and Military Strategies Have
All Been Used over Decades, But Kashmir Issue Remains
Unresolved, Al Jazeera (August 21, 2011)

Pakistan: Country Begins to Embrace Advantages of
Mediation in Resolving Disputes Involving Everything from
Agricultural Disputes to Political Disagreements, and Even
Marital Disputes, Daily Times (August 21, 2011)

Pakistan/India: Countries Need UN Mediation to Cope with
Growing Environmental Challenges in Battlefield Region, The
News (September 26, 2011)

India: High Court Judge Asks Parties to Approach Lok
Adalats, the Country’s Local Mediation and Conciliation
Mechanism, with Open Mind and Not Argue Technicalities,
IBN Live (September 17, 2011)

High Court Permits Orthodox and Jacobite Churches to
Mediate Dispute over Ownership of Church Building, Appoints
Mediators Accredited by Mediation and Conciliation Project
Committee of Supreme Court, IBN Live (September 14,

Including “Face to Face,” Reminiscent of
Classic Film “12 Angry Men” with Action
Moved from Jury Room to Mediation
Session, Sacramento Press (August 19,
2011)

Discussion of Mediations, Bridges and
Connections May Be Found in the Torah,
Chabad.org (September 30, 2011)

Meditation:

“Reconciliation is to understand both
sides; to go to one side and describe the
suffering being endured by the other
side, and then go to the other side and
describe the suffering being endured by
the first side.”

Thich Naht Hanh

Of Interest:

Female Leaders in West Africa Receive
UN-Backed Training on Mediation,
Boosting Participation of Female
Mediators in Regional Peace Processes,

UN News Center (October 3, 2011)

Liechtenstein Tells General Assembly
that UN Should Lead by Example and
Appoint More Women Mediators, UN
News Center (September 26, 2011)

Swiss-Based Mediation Organization
Holds Two-Day Mediation Conference in
Zamboanga City, Philippines, to
Empower Stakeholders in Mindanao
Political Crisis to Recognize Benefits of
Dialogue, Zamboanga Today (September
24, 2011)

General Assembly Engages in Debate
Examining Mediation Versus Military
Intervention to Assist in Regions of

Conflict, UN General Assembly Press
Release (September 24, 2011)

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
Pleased with “Quartet” Proposal for New
Mideast Talks, Xinhua News (September
24, 2011)

JAMS International Launches More than
40 Mediators and Arbitrators as Part of
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2011)

South-Eastern Asia

Myanmar: Government Calls Third Party Mediation Critical
for Peace Talks with Armed Ethnic Groups, Shan Herald
(September 6, 2011)

Singapore: After Result Reached in Mediation Is
Questioned, Minister for Law Clarifies for Public that Parties
in Mediation Are Not Given Recommendation Nor Forced to
Settle, Rather Both Parties Must Agree to Any Final
Resolution, Channel News Asia (August 16, 2001)

Oceana

New Zealand: Crown Sent to Mediation with Kohanga Reo
Movement over Allegations of Breach of Treaty by
Government, Stuff.co.nz (August 23, 2011)

Australia: Residents in Ararat Discover Benefits of Dialogue
and Mediation for Disputes with Neighbors, Ararat Advertiser
(September 13, 2011)

North America

United States: In Georgia, Metro Atlanta Task Force for
Homeless Participates in Mediation Talks with City of Atlanta,
United Way, and Other Parties, over Issue Involving Alleged
Sabotage and Destruction of Local Shelter, Atlanta
Progressive News (September 4, 2011)

Central America

Belize: Prime Minister Holds Peace Talks with Gangs to
Relieve Tensions After Gang Members Threaten Civilians and
Public Safety over Grievances Against Government’s Gang
Suppression Unit, News Belize (September 3, 2011)

Northern Europe

France: Government May Intensify Mediation Role in
Nagorno Karabakh Settlement Process, PanArmenian.net
(September 30, 2011)

United Kingdom: Ministry of Justice Increases Publicly
Funded Mediation Budget in Effort to Promote Use of
Mediation over Litigation, Legal-Week (September 23, 2011)

Eastern Europe

Romania: Country Will Reopen Embassy in Tripoli; Chief

European Panel of International Cross-
Border ADR Specialists, PR Newswire
(September 20, 2011)

Five Members of “Citizens Uprooting
Racism in Bermuda” Complete Social
Justice Mediation Course at University of
Massachusetts, GetlLocalNews
(September 19, 2011)

While Most Growth in Use of Mediation in
Commercial Disputes Remains Domestic,
There Is Increasing Trend to Use the
Technique to Resolve International
Disputes, Who’s Who Legal (September
2011)

The Public Conversations Project, Aimed
at Empowering People Through

Knowledge, Skills and Tools to Prevent
and Transform Deep Conflict, Offers Fall
Workshops in Locales Across the US
(September 2011)

Books, Essays, Articles:

Nonviolence and Mediation: A Middle

East Challenge, by Rene Wadlow, Looks
at What We Can Learn from Gandhi’s
Concern with Mediation in the Middle
East After 1936 Jewish-Arab Tensions in

Palestine, Fellowship of Reconciliation
(September 30, 2011)

Nigerian Leader Proposes UN Conflict
Mediation Commission to Develop
Strategies for Resolution of Disputes
Around the World; Would Collate
Information on Conflicts, and Identify
Sanctions for Those Who Obstruct Efforts
to Resolve Disputes Peacefully,
Afrique.com (September 22, 2011)

Leaders from Europe and Africa Use
Opening Day of General Assembly’s
Annual Session to Emphasize Role
Mediation Can Play in Resolving Conflicts
Before They Become Intractable, UN
News Center (September 21, 2011)

Moroccan Foreign Minister Stresses Need

for UN to Develop “Agenda for
Mediation,” to Qualitatively Reinforce the
Role of UN in Mediation, AllAfrica.com
September 20, 2011
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Diplomat Is Participating in Meetings Involving Libya, Middle
East and Mediation Processes for Regional Peace, Act Media
(September 22, 2011)

Southern Europe

Serbia/Kosovo: EU Mediation Resolves Strained Relations
in Region over Customs Stamps Issue, EU Inside (September
5, 2011)

UN Official Stresses Preventive
Diplomacy as Higher Priority, Xinhua
(September 13, 2011)

Is It Time for Mediation in Washington?

Posits that, with US Economy Continuing
to Sputter and US Congress Barely Able
to Break Impasses over Taxes and
Spending, America May Be Suffering
from from Post-Traumatic Impasse
Disorder, Alaska Dispatch (August 24,

Editors: Brenda E. Hansen (hansenbe@comcast.net) and Keith L. Seat (kseat@keithseat.com)
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