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4th Annual Mediators Beyond Borders Congress is a Huge Success

The 4th Annual Mediators Beyond
Borders Congress was attended
by more than 190 people.

President’s Column

On March 4™ more than 190 people de-
scended on the University of California—
Los Angeles to attend the 4" Annual Me-
diators Beyond Borders Congress. Atten-
dees hailed from across the United States
and from around the globe; and included
experienced peace builders and students,
attorneys, mediators, diplomats, and non-
governmental agency employees. The at-
tendees came together to discuss the di-
rection of Mediators Beyond Borders, to
learn new techniques, how they apply to
projects, and to welcome Lynn Cole as
MBB's incoming president.

The congress started off a day early with a
projects day. During the projects day, MBB
staff, board members, and project team
leaders gathered to discuss existing and
new projects, how to conduct project
evaluations, and setting project goals. The
projects day offered MBB team leaders the
chance to share experiences, best prac-
tices, and to discuss the future of projects.

The main portion of the congress started
on March 4™ with welcoming remarks and
a presidential address that brought outgo-
ing president, Ken Cloke, incoming presi-
dent, Lynn Cole, and Student Leader Zarra
Elias on stage to discuss the past and fu-
ture of Mediators Beyond Borders. During
this address, Lynn Cole announced that

Lawrence Susskind’s Keynote
Address: OECD & Corporate
Responsibility

there will be a new training institute
hosted in partnership with Southern Meth-
odist University geared toward training
MBB volunteers in preparation for projects.

From there congress attendees spent the
next two days discussing topics such as
developing sound projects; dealing with
trauma while implementing projects; les-
sons learned; and bringing a more holistic
approach to peace building. Congress at-
tendees also had the chance to preview
two films: CoExist and Valentina’'s Dream.
On Saturday evening, Ken Cloke and Joan
Goldsmith, two founding members of
MBB, were honored at a fundraiser and
celebration with good food, good friends,
and a great silent auction. Keynote
speeches were delivered by Jay Rothman
and Lawrence Susskind.

On Sunday, congress attendees heard a
powerful keynote address by Ashok Panik-
ker.

Attendees left the congress with a re-
newed sense of motivation to move MBB
forward, to work on projects, and to con-
tinue to be agents of peace building.

More Congress Coverage on P4

Why is ‘Joe the Plumber’
Peeved? Mediating Minority
Rights & Majority Fears
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Message from Guest Editors

It is hard to believe that the 2011 Mediators Beyond Borders Annual Congress was
only the organization’s fourth gathering. The congress was inspirational and educa-
tional. The beautiful weather and scenery at UCLA provided the perfect backdrop to
this event, and the participants provided the knowledge and enthusiasm to take the
organization through the next year. This special edition of the Peace and Reconcilia-
tion report focuses on highlights from the event and offers the opportunity to reflect
on the lessons learned and friendships we all developed during the four days. Plan-
ning for next year's congress is just starting to get underway and after working on
this special edition, | can only hope that next year's congress is as wonderful as the
4th Annual Congress. For those who were not able to attend the congress, these
pages will provide information about this year's event and, we hope, inspire you to
join us next year in Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A.l
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© 2011 Mediators Beyond Borders Interna-
tional (MBB) is a tax-exempt not-for-profit cor-
poration which brings together mediators and
allied professionals to volunteer worldwide to
collaborate on building conflict resolution ca-
pacity in underserved areas to make local peace-
building more effective and sustainable. MBB
also advocates to advance the use of mediation
to resolve public policy disputes and other con-
flicts.
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President’s Column

It is with great pleasure and gratitude and a healthy dose of
humility that | write to you as MBB's new President. To say
that following in Ken'’s visionary footsteps will be difficult is
not an understatement: it's inaccurate. | won't even pre-
sume to try because it is Ken’s unique vision. However,
working together, what we can do is build a strong, resilient
and sustainable organization around Ken'’s vision. We can re
-envision Ken's dream by building an or-
ganizational structure that will sustain
empowering others to bring peaceable
changes to their own lives and their com-
munities ... to bring about a more peace-
able world. That means that the goal of
our Board of Directors is setting innova-
tive and concrete action goals to make
our mission statement operational in the
daily lives of all who are touched by MBB;
to make it operational to the extent that
each of us focuses on MBB's mission.
Thus, every one of us taking an action on
behalf of MBB can be asking him or her-
self: how does this contribution further
MBB's goals?

As most of you know, we are an organiza-
tion in transition: from a young, staff-like
Board of Directors to a Board Committee
driven organization; from a volunteer
staff to newly paid positions of Executive Director, Director
of Programs, and Jaffe Management Company with a part
time Coordinator of Operations. This transition will require
continued cooperation and patience within all aspects of
the organization. | believe that our members and volunteers
will trust that as we are engaged in growth, we will emerge
stronger, more sustainable and adaptable. | am reminded
that change to some is actually exciting and stimulating.
Certainly the changes we are making in MBB now are dy-
namic and are undertaken in the deep belief that we can
positively affect the lives and behavior of our fellow human
beings.

We will continue implementing our mission through our
Projects, including the two in the project approval stages,
Nepal and Rwanda. But building our Projects doesn't neces-
sarily mean adding new ones. It does mean monitoring and
evaluating what we are doing in each project to ensure we

Lynn Cole, MBB President
project training at affordable fees to our mediator members,
and, in the case of specific project training, at no cost. My
belief that we will make MBBITC one of the premier interna-
tional training facilities is shared by all involved in the efforts
to make this academic alliance a reality.

are meeting the goals of the project, needs of our partners,
and the mission of MBB. We will see many new project op-
portunities, many needs. But we will have to ask where,
with our limited resources, can we make the biggest differ-
ence in performance? Where can we best create new dimen-
sions in the growth of human dignity and peace?

To both increase the dimensions of our
performance and to prepare others to
vibrantly contribute to project work re-
quires training: a specific kind of training.
To work with others, whether you are a
volunteer from France, or India, or the US,
one must learn to first be aware of and
then learn to leave his or her ethnocentric
baggage behind. When working in com-
munities of our partners in other coun-
tries, our on-the-ground volunteers must
be able to see through the eyes of our
partners in order to create empathic syn-

ergy.

To implement this critically important
training, MBB is working to establish an
academic alliance with SMU’s Dispute
Resolution Center to form MBB’s Interna-
tional Training Center (“MBBITC"). Our
goal is to provide general international

There is much more to report about our growth at Media-
tors Beyond Borders, International - yes, we've changed our
name to reflect our worldwide focus. | hope to be able to
interact with you more frequently and make information
more easily accessible to all of our members. Please know
that | welcome hearing and processing each and every one
of your ideas, your hopes and your dreams for MBB.

With gratitude and deep appreciation for this chance to
work with so many incredible people, warmest regards,

Lynn Cole
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UCLA Student Groups Help Make 4th Annual Congress Happen

By Charles Gross

The hosting of MBB's fourth Annual Con-
gress at UCLA was a made possible, in part,
thanks to invaluable contributions from
two of the campus’ student organizations:
the Undergraduate International Relations
Society (UIRS) and the Model United Na-
tions (MUN) at UCLA. The groups led by
Millie Tran and Asad Ramzanali, respec-
tively, were integral in facilitating commu-
nications between MBB and UCLA, as well
as organizing the on site logistical details.
Given each groups’ aims and functions it is
not surprising that their members were



