
 
  

 
 

MBB World Mediation News                                                               Issue 12, June 2009 

 
 Oceana 

Papua New Guinea: Warring Factions Celebrate Successful Mediation 

with Reconciliation Ceremony, PacNews (May 5, 2009) (Subscription 

Required)  
 
Solomon Islands: South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu to Launch 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Agence France Presse (April 22, 

2009) (Subscription Required) 

 

South-Eastern Asia 

Singapore: Home Affairs Ministry to Develop Community-Based 

Mediation Capacity, Change Law to Strengthen Use of Mediation, 
Singapore News (May 23, 2009)  
 
Indonesia: Traditions of Peace at Work in Bringing End to Inter-

Religious Conflict, Revitalizing Culture of Active Tolerance, Common 

Ground News Service (May 26, 2009)  
 
Viet Nam: Ambassador to UN Commends Secretary-General’s Report on 

Mediation, Says Efforts Should Focus on Addressing Root Cause of 

Conflicts, Highlights UN Security Council’s Vital Role in Promoting 

Peaceful Resolution Through Mediation, Thai News Service (April 23, 

2009) (Subscription Required)  

 

Eastern Asia 
China: Senior Diplomat Calls for Peaceful Settlement of International 

Disputes, Calls on UN to Provide Increased Mediation Capacity, Thai 

News Service (April 23, 2009) (Subscription Required) 

 

South-Central Asia 
Pakistan: UN Ambassador Urges India to Resume Dialogue for 

Resolving Kashmir Dispute; Committed to Building Mediation Capacity 

and Opportunity, But Political Climate Harsh, Thai News Service (April 

23, 2009) (Subscription Required) 
 
Afghanistan: In Remote Valley, Offers of Amnesty and Jobs in 

Exchange for Arms Deliver Rare Peace, Christian Science Monitor (April 

27, 2009) (Subscription Required)  

 

 

 

Meditation:  
“We have more possibilities 

available in each moment than 

we realize.”  

Thich Nhat Hanh 

 

Art and Dialogue:  
New TV Series, The Team, Co-

Produced by Search for 

Common Ground and Media 

Focus on Africa Foundation,  

Shows How Members of New 

Kenyan Soccer/Football Club 

Learn to Deal with Tribal, 

Ethnic, Social and Economic 

Divisions; Produced in 

Response to Last Year’s 

Devastating Post-Election 

Violence; Conflict Resolution 

and Prevention Forum Will 

Showcase Screenings of 

Series at Washington, DC 

Event, Use of Soap Opera to 

Prevent Violence (June 9, 

2009)  
 
Visit to Eastern State 

Penitentiary Reveals That 

What May Be Good for Me May 

Not Be Good for Others, Need 

for Self-Critical Thinking, 

“Good Intentions Aren’t 

Enough,” Restorative Justice 

(April 26, 2009) 

 

World Press Freedom Day 

Celebrated with Debate on 

Role of New Media in 

Promoting Dialogue, Mutual 
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Western Asia/Middle East 
Turkey: Leader of Pro-Kurdish Party Ready for Dialogue with 

Opponents, Seeks Resolution of Kurd Issue Through Peaceful, Lawful 

Means, Hurriyet.com (May 31, 2009) 

 

Palestine: Palestinian Authority Urges Iran to Mediate Between 

Palestinian Factions, Unify Hamas and Fatah, Fars News Agency (May 

19, 2009) 
 

Eastern Europe 
Russian Federation: UN Representative Expresses Russian Support for 

Mediation and Urges More Active Role for Regional Organizations, 

Discusses Optimal Qualifications for UN Mediator, Organisation of Asia-

Pacific News Agencies (April 22, 2009) (Subscription Required) 
 

Europe 
United Kingdom: Peace and Reconciliation Group Launches Expansive 

Project in Londonderry Community to Address Religious and Cultural 

Divides, Londonderry Sentinel (April 29, 2009) (Subscription Required) 
 

Northern Africa 
Sudan: Mediation Seeks Strong International Support to End Darfur 

Conflict, Sudan Tribune (May 28, 2009) (Subscription Required) 
 
Darfur Mediation Efforts Continue; Work Includes Improving 

Humanitarian Situation,  ReliefWeb (May 12, 2009) 

 

Western Africa 
Mauritania: Former Military Ruler Postpones Presidential Campaign 

Offering International Mediators Time to Resolve Country’s Crisis, Voice 

of America News (May 21, 2009) 
 
Liberia: First Victims’ Group Organized in Context of Truth and 

Reconciliation Holds Workshop in Monrovia, New Liberian (May 27, 2009) 
 
Ghana: President Brings Together Two Warring Factions in Bawku for 

Mediation, Deemed Historic Move, Ghana News (May 31, 2009) 

 

Nigeria: Awareness of Mediation Low But Growing as Lagos Multi-Door 

ADR Center Focuses on Education, Outreach, Training; Goal to Become 

Mediation Hub in Sub-Saharan Africa,  AllAfrica.com (May 28, 2009) 

(Subscription Required) 

 

Middle Africa 
Democratic Republic of the Congo: Debate Continues over Truth 

Commission Addressing Crimes in North-East Where Massive Human 

Rights Violations Have Gone Unpunished; Seeking Mechanism for Free 

Understanding, and 

Reconciliation, AllAfrica.com 

(May 18, 2009) (Subscription 

Required)  
 
Sustained Dialogue Groups 

Offer Peacebuilding at 

Grassroots Level, Exist in 

Many US Cities, Common 

Ground News Service (May 5, 

2009) 

 

2009 Network for Peace 

Through Dialogue Conference 

to Focus on Intersections of 

Methods, Processes and 

Actions of Dialogue That Lead 

to Change, Dialogue In/As 

Action (June 12-13, 2009); 

MBB Will Present at 

Conference, Monastic 

Interreligous Dialogue 

 

Of Interest:  
Students From Thirty-Five 

Countries Gather for Summer 

Peacebuilding Institute, 

Program Offered by 

University’s Center for Justice 

and Peacebuilding; Global 

Network Now in Thousands, 

EMU News (May 12, 2009)   

Vatican Prelate Urges Use of 

Media and Social 

Communication in 

Peacebuilding, AllAfrica.com 

(April 30, 2009) (Subscription 

Required) 

US Senator Feingold Asserts 

Need to Rebuild and 

Reposition Diplomatic 

Capabilities to Engage in 

Conflict Prevention and 

Peacebuilding; Acknowledges 

Need to Partner with Strong 

Regional Players, 

eMediaMillWorks Political 

Transcripts (April 23, 2009) 

(Subscription Required)   

Deutche Welle Global Media 

Forum 2009 Presents Conflict 
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Expression and Truth,  AllAfrica.com (May 24, 2009) (Subscription 

Required) 
 
Chad: President Opts for UN Mediation, Instead of African Union, to 

Resolve Crisis with Sudan, Afrique En Ligne (May 14, 2009) 

 

Eastern Africa 
Rwanda: Church Seen as Vital to Peace Efforts; Leaders Receive 

Training in Trauma and Reconciliation, AllAfrica.com (May 4, 2009) 
 
Somalia: Traditional Elders Initiate Mediation Between Warring Factions 

in Capital, AllAfrica.com (May 17, 2009) 
 
Elders Plan Mediation Mission, Based on Traditional Somali Customs, for 

US Hostage Release, Reuters (April 11, 2009)  

 

Southern Africa 
South Africa: Victims of Domestic Violence Prefer Mediation to Legal 

Action; Mediation Not Necessarily “Soft” Option, Sowetan (April 23, 

2009) 

 

Namibia: Farmers Association Will Submit On-Going Internal Dispute to 

Mediation Process; Local Resident Suggests Current Dispute Superficial, 

Root Causes to be Addressed, New Era (May 18, 2009) 
 

Organizations 
United Nations: Secretary-General Says Mediation Capacity Must Be 

Bolstered, The Hindu News (April 10, 2009); US Federal News (April 23, 

2009) (Subscription Required) 
 

After Day-Long Debate, Security Council Reconfirms Commitment to 

Mediation, Expresses Readiness to Find Further Means to Reinforce Its 

Promotion; Stresses Need to Appoint Women to Top Positions, Since 

Underrepresented, US Federal News (April 23, 2009) (Subscription 

Required) 
 
Department of Political Affairs Striving to Put in Place Expertise, 

Resources, Partnerships, and Knowledge-Base to Build Capacity for More 

Effective Intervention; Past Efforts Hampered By Lack of Experienced 

Mediators; Successful Mediation Support Provided in over 20 Peace 

Processes, Xinhua News Agency (April 21, 2009) (Subscription Required) 
 
Trade Unions Linking Israel and Palestine (TULIP) Brings Together 

Workers and Unions From Both Countries and Supports Two-State 

Solution; Promotes Cooperation and Reconciliation Over Boycotts,  
Jerusalem Post (Israel) (May 25, 2009) (Subscription Required) 
 
Peace and Love Proclaimers: Organizing Event to Promote 

Reconciliation Among Youth, Help Explain 1990-94 Rwandan Genocide; 

Youth Say “Never Again” to Genocide; PLP Organizes Walk to 

Remember, Joined by Youth From Other Countries Devoted to 

Prevention in the Multimedia 

Age, June 3-5, 2009, Bonn, 

Germany   

Peacebuilding Initiative: 

Facilitates Information 

Sharing, Promotes Critical 

Discussion, Builds 

Peacebuilding Community, to 

Enhance Work of 

Peacebuilding Practitioners 

and Policy Makers   

United Nations Radio Covers 

UN Activities Concerning 

Peace and Security, 

Development and Human 

Rights   

ACR Crisis Intervention 

Section Presents Special Law 

Enforcement Issue of Crisis 

Intervention News Featuring 

Three What-Ifs from FBI 

Incidents and How Negotiators 
Strategized Around Them 

 

Noteworthy:  
Peacebuilding as Umbrella for 

Many Fields of Activity That 

Contribute to Just and 

Peaceful Societies; 

Peacebuilding Wheel with 

Spokes, “Restorative Justice 

and Peacebuilding,” 

Restorative Justice (April 

2009)  

Essay: “Truth Commissions 

and Their Efficacy for 

Reconciliation in Conflict-Torn 

Regions,” Assam Tribune (May 

22, 2009) (Subscription 

Required)   

Use and Misuse of 

International Intervention in 

Intrastate Conflicts; 

Discussion of Necessary 

Ingredients for Success, 

Including Civil Society’s and 

State’s Commitment to Peace, 

Groundviews (April 15, 2009)   

We Have Forgotten Our 

Common Roots; Greater 
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